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PB | ALTHOUGH complete im- 
Gh partiality igs impossible in 
Al “Mmmenting on international 
, ad |@ifairs, it will be my endeavour 
orgal Mi this, and in any future com- 
aver Nentaries the Editor may invite me 
n FA contribute, to present readers with 


ji * diagnosis of events as impartial 
ver iy nd accurate as the conflict of evi- 
new? | ‘ence allows. It has to be admitted at 
ipaigl © outset that it is difficult for the 
forge! | Pofessional commentator not to take 
in ie Mdes against the forces which he 
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atMows to be alien to the body politic, 
Puch as the physician ranges himself 
®n the side of the patient against the 
| fetus that is investing the tissues of 
) Ss patient. 
In trying to resolve the problem of 
2r and peace, a universal occupation 
'#t the present time, resort is being 
Made increasingly to the appraisal of 
Military effectives, strategic advan- 
ages and, above all, of the superiority 
Shjoyed by one side or the other in 
*tomic research. Such an appraisal | 
8 the smallest and least intelligent 
Wart of an effective analysis. It re- 
} Mires hardly more than a good friend 
at the War Office, an atlas and a cer- 
in facility for arithmetic. 
For the real key to the future, search 
has to be made elsewhere. While 
aettie is joined in Paris, attention is 
Ustracted from the one element which, 
M my opinion, will tip the balance 
#he way or the other in the years to 
pie. I refer to the great schism in 
Smmunism upon which the’ British 
fess has been so singularly unin- 
rmative. To miss, or to misunder- 
) and, what is taking place among the 
["Suntries of Eastern Europe at this 
'Moment, even though it remains, only 
*mporarily, on the doctrinal plane, 
| "ill lead to serious misinterpretation 


WAR? 


ATE-COMERS were unable 

to gain admission to the 
tightly-packed Kingsway Lec- 
ture Hall last Friday for a meet- 
ing organised by the London 
Area of the Peace Pledge Union 
wey the title “ War? We Say 

0.” 


Lord Faringdon, from the Chair, 
and Rhys Davies, M.P., the first 
speaker, both condemned the Terri- 
torial Recruiting Campaign. 

Declaring that the campaign would 
cripple an already impoverished 
Britain, Lord Faringdon urged every 
member of his audience, estimated at 
nearly 400, to tell the men and 
women of this country that re- 
armament and recruiting spelled ruin. 


Rhys Davies denounced the pre- 
sent policy of bringing pressure to 
bear on the working class to increase 
production for war purposes. A 
bankrupt nation—owing even India 
$600 millions—could only re-arm by 
selling itself to the USA. 

“TIT was called a ‘Pro-Boer *” when I pro- 
tested against the Boer War, a ‘ Pro-Ger- 
man’ for opposing the last two world wars, 
I am not afraid of bing called a ‘ fellow- 
traveller’ to-day.” 

Declaring that he was not a Com- 
munist, Rhys Davies added, amidst 
loud laughter, that he was in favour 
of paying Winston Churchill] £2,000 
a year to upset a Socialist Govern- 
ment: “Truth comes, like sparks 
from an anvil, when you hit hard on 
the right spot.” He considered that 
if the Tories were in power at the 
present time every one of the Labour 
Ministers would be “kicking up hell” 
at our present foreign policy. 


EUROPE’S ORPHANS 


_ After commenting on a_ recent 
broadcast featuring the ‘“ Children 
of Europe,” and expressing the hope 
that the Archbishop of Canterbury, 
Mr. Bevin and Vishinsky had lis: 
tened to the tragie story of Europe’s 
one-and-a-half-million orphans, Rhys 
Davies pointed to the fact that civi- 
lian populations everywhere ‘were 
getting more and more under the 
control of the military caste whose 
business it was to “see an enemy at 
thé gate on every occasion.” 


i wif” the development of events. 
|Yistoric schism 


th, 
4 GOOD deal of the information on 
» this really historic schism has 
| Sen available to Fleet Street for the 
Wj Ftice of a short bus ride. At least, 
ng) _ ere was sufficient for an intelligent 


|DPosition, even if it was,not quite 
~ Mplete without its historical back- 
Ese) yond. For the benefit of those from 
‘ifs 1 ybom information has been withheld, 
J qe Will endeavour to give, within the 
ie available, a synopsis of what 
tof a 


Ss been taking place up to the 
ment of writing. 

».00n after Marshal Tito assumed 

Mtright control of Yugoslavia, about 

Bree years ago, his overlordship be- 

€ subjeet to severe scrutiny by 

= Soviet Government. Even at that 
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I want to debunk ‘the military 
caste, they need debunking. Fancy 
Mr. Shinwell sending me this,” he 
said, drawing from his pocket a let- 
ter from the War Minister inviting 
Rhys Davies to speak on Territorial 
recrulting nlatforms. 


Referring to his recent Commons 
speech, in which he had pointed out 
that the increase in the number of 
COs in World War II compared with 
World War I would be still more 
marked in World War []I—should it 
ever come, he said that the existence 
today of 20,000 deserters should 
show the Government where the 
people of this country stood. ‘“ We 
are fed up with war. Meetings like 
this, if held all over the country will 
have their effect on the Govern- 
ment.” 


Sybil Morrison, referring to the 


UNION SAYS 
Call for 2,000,000 War Resisters 


“We are out to secure two million signatories to the 
Peace Pledge who are willing to give their blood, sweat 
and tears for the cause of world peace. No government 
can take the country to war if the people will not go.” 

—Sybil Morrison, Kingsway Hall, Oct. 15.. 


tremendous applause that had punc- 
tuated Rhys Davies’ speech, said: 
want you all to go out of this Hall 
and say, ‘f will not take part in war.’ 
No Government can take the country 
to war if the people will not go.” 


From the floor, at question time, 
came a plea that mothers should be 
articulate in condemning war. “ You 
can leave party politics to the | men, 
but not a question of war,” the 
sneaker said, 

The sale of 120 copies of Peace News at the 
meeting was taken as an indication that a 
Jarge proportion of the audience were hearing 
the PPU case for the firet time. The collec- 
tion amounted to £33. 


Labour MP and Peer condemn Territorial Recruiting Campaign 


THE PEACE PLEDGE 


“NO” 


VERA BRITTAIN 
“‘The Lesson of 1648” 


HUBERT BUTLER 


“Report on Yugoslavia” [ 
8 


GEO. M. LI. DAVIES 


“Penny Pacifism” 


The Pledge and the People—Il 


Our Unchangeable Appeal 


At one time we used to sing with 
fervour and conviction: 
“ These things shall be: 

Nation with nation, land with land, inarmed 

shall live as comrades free, 

In every heart and brain shall throb the 

pulse of one fraternity.” 

It was easy to believe it then. We 
could see the building up of the 
League of Nations, the Peace Ballot, 
the birth of the PPU, the packed 
meetings of men and women swear- 
ing eternal friendship between 
nations and singing Blake’s 
Jerusalem with tears in their eyes. 
Everybody was hopeful. It seemed 
that man had, at last, forsworn his 
foolish ways. Those of us who were 
pacifists, socialists and Christians 
were particularly thrilled; it was so 
much what we desired that we 
thought it was true. We dreamed of 
pacifist policies, pacifist majorities, 
pacifist governments. 


I am sure that a great deal of our 
difficulty in getting a response today 
is because the general publie thinks 
that all pacifists are woolly-minded 
wishful-thinkers who still cherish that 
vanished hope. It is not realised that 
we too are realists, and that only the 
callow youths and incurable zealots 
amongst us talk now of the world 
turning away from war and violence 
to a new way of life. 


Like most other people, we have as 
a movement learned a lot during the 
past ten years. Man is not going 
forward to the Age of Gold. Nations 
cannot experience a change of heart 
or find their souls, Masses are not 
converted—only individuals, soul by 
soul and silently. 


* cad * 


It is to the individual conscience 
then that we make our first appeal, 
and few things aré more peculiarly 
adapted to it than the Union’s pledge. 
So many worried people ask, “ What 
can I do? Oh, if we could only make 
people do what is right. But we 
ordinary men and women have no 
power.” We have not, and it is good 
that we have not. The bad thing 1s 
not that we lack power, but that the 
mighty ones wield sy much. The 
misery and strife of the world com- 


by Trefor Rendall Davies 


Member of the National Council of the 
Peace Pledge Union. Trefor Davies gave 
up his post as an accountant in a West 
Country firm in order to give his full time 
services to the PPU. 


mence when a:man starts to use, not 
influence, but power over another life 
than his own. Only in his own life 
should he rule, but tor that realm he 
decides the issue of peace and war. 
Our unchangeable appeal is that he 
shall there renounce war and never 
support or sanction another. Few 
men will be held responsible for hav- 
ing won or lost a battle: millions may 
have to explain why they took part 
in it. y 
* * _s 


It is possible, however, to talk in 
terms of corporate policy and. action. 
Man does not progress: He continues 
to commit. all the same old sins, but 
the form which they take is dictated 
by circumstances. Very tew peers 
have been pickpockets and fewer 
labourers have been fraudulent com- 
pany promoters. The conditions of 
their lives are not conducive to these 
particular forms of crime. Greed 
and pride are the most obvious vices 
of men grouped as nations, and they 
are usually expressed in war. I do 
not believe that human nature will 
change. Although individuals will be 
converted, man en masse will always 
be greedy and proud. But I am sure 
that it is possible so to organise our 
society that greed and pride cannot 
express themselves in war. It will 
need to be a radical change, for the 
experiences of this century show that 
our present order of society tends in- 
evitably to war. It must, too, be 
urgently accomplished, for another 
major war might end western 
civilisation. 

Most people realise this, and popular imag- 
ination is captured now, not by the idéa of 
universal brotherhood but by proposed. “ ar= 
rangements.” by which war would be made 
impracticable. As a Union we are, of course, 
vitally concerned with this, and our National 
Council has declared that we will co-operate 
where possible with all who are endeavouring 
to avoid a third world war. Who should be 


better able to do this than those who have, 
at least, settled ihe issue in their own lives? 


Si Rr 
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THE RIVALS 


JE cannot share the belief, 
widely diffused, that the 
Amsterdam Conference marked 
a major advance in Protestant 
social awareness. Tf it did, | the 
Churches must have been blinder 
than we supposed to the needs of 4 
world in travail. At any rate, the 
Conference Reports, which are 
to be published shortly, are very far 
from being “on a level with the 
highest life-conception of our time.” 


It is true that the Protestant re- 
presentatives defined, with exemplary 
precision, the flaws m both Com- 
munism and Laissez-faire Capitalism. 
So far, so good. But this cannot be 
called a difficult accomplishment: 
they had long been anticipated by 
the Popes. More significant, it seems 
to us, by far, was their failure to 
define, or even attempt to define, the 
principles of Democracy. Presum- 
ably this failyre was due to an 
anxiety to remafn au dessus du combat 
—to preserve, in theory at least, a 
Position of exalted impartiality in 
the struggle between East and West. 
But the evasion of a first-class issue 
robs their Report of realism. . 


Again, it is true, that they ac- 
knowledged, repentfully, how much 
International Communism owes to 
the apostasy of the Churches them- 
selves. Christians, reads the Report 
of Section III: 


“should recognise that many Churches are 
involved in the forms of economic injustice 


and racial discrimination which have 
created the conditions favourable to the 
growth of Communism, and that the 


atheism and the anti-religious teaching of 
Communism are in part a reaction to the 
chequered record of a professedly Christian 
society.” 


That might have been epoch-mak- 
ing fifty, or even twenty, years ago. 
It is the truth which Berdyaev was 
proclaiming prior even to the Rus- 
sian Reévolution, and. which most 
leading Catholic and_ Protestant 
sociologists have emphasised re- 
peatedly since. 


But today it is no longer to the 
exploited and downtrodden only that 
Communist propaganda is directed. 
In the West, at any rate, it is quite 
as’ much to the 
frightened of all classes. Moscow, in 
fact, has realised a truth to which 


Amsterdam is still blind: namely— | 


“For one person who is shocked by the 
monstrousness of Capitalism, a thousand 
are horrified by the barbariam of capitalist 
war. Man, plain man, may revolt 
against the manifest horror of capitalist 
war: he will not revolt against the latent 


iniquity of capitalist peace. . . Capitalist 
ig is humanly endurable; capitalist war 
is not.’ 


(J. Middleton Mutry, The Necessity of 


Pacifism, 1936). 


That remains true, whether or not 
we believe that the capitahst system 
today could be prevented from, issu- 
ing in war, were it not for Com- 
munist provocation. War is what 
horrifies the average -man in the 
West, far more than economic injus- 
tice or racial discrimination: and it is 
this horror, still nicely balanced 
against the horror of totalitarian op- 
pression, that Mr. Vyshinsky and the 
Cominform are out to exploit. 


The Churches, we believe, will not 
recapture the average man’s allegi- 
~ance until] they make this revulsion 
their own. It has nothing in common 
with cowardice; it cannot even be 
identified wholly with the sheer wish 
that our children should survive, 
self-forgetful and potentially heroic 
though that wish may be, the very 
thing that used to lead men to fight. 
It is the conviction Prof. D. M. 
Mackinnon named in his broadcast 
the other night—the ‘simple convic- 
tion that, whatever else human beings 
were made. for, they “were not made } 
to do these’ things to each other.” 


ONDON pacifists and 

workers for Indian Inde- 
pendence know the Kingsway 
Hall well. For those who had 
attended past meetings to pro- 
test against Jawaharlal Nehru’s 
imprisonment, it was a gladden- 
ing sight to see him there last 
week, iwarlanded time and again 
with flowers, and welcomed en- 
thusiastically as India’s first 
Prime Minister. 


J had been wishing that the India 
League would vary its menu more: 
there must be many distinguished 
students of India besides Lord Pethick 
Lawrence; there are certainly less 
pretentious ones than Prof. Laski. But 
Nehru dominated the Hall: all the 
more when he deprecated the honours 
paid to him personally, pointing out 
that India owed her independence to 
a “vast number of human beings 
who worked on a high level of cour- 
age” in the movement inspired by 
Mahatma Gandhi. 


He attributed the existing good re- 
lations between Britain and India at 
once to the manner in which the 
struggle had been waged, and to the 
statesmanship of the British Govern- 
ment at a eritical juncture. He was 


war-weary and | 


particularly outspoken in his praise of 
Lord and Lady Mountbatten, who, he 
said, had endeared themselves to the 
people of India more than any other 
representatives of this country. Now, 
conflict was a thing of the past, and 
he looked forward to “ the closest co- 
operation with the peoples of Britain.” 


* 


[N London at the present moment 

are two prominent represéntatives 
of the American pacifist movement: 
Aldous Huxley, and John Nevin 
Sayre. Aldous Huxley is still worried 
about the population problem. An in- 
terview with him, published in The 
Evening Standard last week, reads 
like Theodor Gumbril’s conversation 
with the old gentleman in Antic Hay. 
The basic problem in world affairs, 
he said, “ was how to deflect attention 
from the wholly insoluble problem of 
power to the wholly soluble one of 
world resources in relation to popu- 
lation.” If the nations concentrate on 
the latter, the former might take care 
of itself. 

Nevin Sayre, too, is concerned about 
the world’s population. But it is legs 
the prospect of 3,000 million people 
at the turn of the century that appals 
him than the prospect of none at all. 
If the nations solved the problem of 
.power, the problem of production 


might take care of itself. The two 


All is grist.... 


views seem to be complementary—like 
the two men. 

Like Aldous Huxley, Nevin Sayre 
has been travelling on the Continent. 
He was present at the Amsterdam 
Conference, and was encouraged by 
the statement on peace and war issued 
by the World Council of Churches. 
But, he says, had it not been for the 
Bishop of Chichester’s intervention in 
the discussions, the whole issue might 
have been side-tracked. It was he who 
forced the delegates to face it. This 
is not the first time that pacifists have 
been indebted to Dr. Bell. 


* 


A BRITISH General who was em- 

ployed in top-level negotiations 
with the Soviet Government during 
the War, tells me that there really is 
a difference between Stalin and Molo- 
tov. It is possible to reach agree- 
ments with Stalin; with Molotov he 
had spent hours and days, without 
making any progress whatsoever. 
Lest this should encourage those 
facile peace-makers who think Stalin, 
Truman and Attlee have only to get 
together for all our problems to be 
solved, however, the explanation 
should also be set on record: The dif- 
ference between Stalin and Molotov 
is simply, that whereas Stalin is free 
to change his mind, Molotov has to be 
an exact replica of Stalin. 


* 


{t was years since I had been to the 
Fulham Tribunal, yet nothing 
seems to have changed. His Majesty 
King George V and Nell Gwynn still 
stare at each other reproachfully 
from opposite walls; the solitary re- 
porter continues to nibble his pencil; 
across the road, even the menu at the 
restaurant seems to be the same— 
though I notice that the Tribunal 
lunches in a separate department. 

But the CO’s are younger now, and 
nearly ail of them are drawn from the 
obscurer sects. (Sometimes I wonder 
whether it is really worse to be con- 
scripted into the Army at eighteen 
than into a church at 0?) The Tri- 
bunal, too, has an easier time. Certain 
rules of thumb seem to have been 
evolved for judging the sincerity of 
applicants—thus, a CO in essential 
industry is generally found to be sin- 
cere—and naturally it knows all the 
answers. 

One gambit is particularly popular. 
The CO is asked whether he would 
join the RAMC. No, he replies—and 
repeats that old cliché about “patching 
up men for the front.” 

“Not a bit of it!’ cries the Chair- 
man, triumphant. “That man has 
just as much opportunity as you have 


1,000 


NIEARLY 1,000 extra copies. 
Peace News were sold durilé 
PPU Peace Week, mostly on. ine 
streets and outside public meetiNg? 
If this advance is to be consdll- 
dated, we must not only keep uP 
street-selling, but get PN back on % 
the bookstalls, where the chance 
reader can buy it again. 
Most newsagents will display somé 
copies of PN every week, if you ® 
them and offer to pay for any thab 
remain unsold. If pecessary we Cl” 
cover your expenses out of a fund | 
especially subscribed for the purpes?” 
by a generous reader in Suffolk. 
Don’t lose this opportunity. 1,000 more 


regular readers would set PN om its’ feth | 
That should be our target for the end of 


year, 
THE EDITOR, | | 
Contributions since Oct. 8, £25 7s. 40 7 
Total for 1948: £646 11s. 9d. 
Please make cheques, ete., payable to Peace 
News Ltd, and address them to tHe 


gs of 


Accountant, Peace News, 3 Blackstock Ka. 


to refuse further service if he wants] 
to. Are you going to deny him the | 
same right as you ciaim tor yoursell=, 
to,do wnat his conscience dictates? 

And sure enough, the verdict is “ NoB- J 
com.” Not one of the boys I listened | 
to the other day had an answer #4 
this one. 

And, of course, there is no answel 
—unless we see “conscience” 4 © 
something positive. If the conscienté 
that compels you to resist war doesn? | 
also compel you to follow a certail] 
line of action in your everyday lifer | 
there is really no reason why you | 
shouldn’t do what the Tribunal tellé 
you. 


* 


[}HE young airman was despondent | 
“- Memories of the Battle of Britall 7 
kept returning. “ You are far beyon@ | 
the Channel,” he said, “and you sp? 
a convoy of lorries below. You ‘pres? 
a button, and something explode | 
Then you see people running. One & @ 
them runs in a way you don’t like~ ) 
perhaps he is wetting himself—sa you 1 
fly lower, press another button, H® 
falls.... But that’s not the end. Sevel 
years afterwards you can’t get him | 
out of your head!” He re-filled hit) 
glass, and told me how he distracteé 
his mind. ¢ 

He was engaged on the design % | 
an aircraft with retractable wings. 
would reduce wind-resistance to ® 
minimum hitherto undreamed-0# 
Once in the air, and flying at a certal? 
speed, wings could be dispensed with? 
the plane would become a virtual ro@ 
ket, travelling faster than sound, and 
souall it made you think, didn’t if 
t did. 


es = — 


Salvation from within 


'INHE issue raiséd by the Rev. Edwin 

Foley (Peace News, Sept. 24) is 
part of a problem of which so far I 
have only been able to touch the 
fringe. 

One can accept all Mr. Foley’s 
claims on behalf of Federal Union 
and yet hold firmly the conviction ex- 
pressed in the first part of my last 
Commentary. 

Both the League of Nations and 
UNO have been able to deal success- 
fully with many issues which do not 
impinge more than slightly on the 
springs of power in the big game of 
power politics. It is when we come to 
the fundamental issues that an im- 
passe is revealed which cannot be 
resolved. at the international or 
political level. 

The example of the USA has little 
bearing on thé issue of world govern- 
ment to-day. Its admixture of state 
and federal government was deter- 
mined at a time when the Industrial 
Revolution was in its infancy, and 
when The Trek West was something 
of a National institution. 

The world situation to-day bears 
no comparison with that of America 
at the time of the Union. The Indus- 
trial Revolution has exalted financfal, 
economie and military power to the 
seat of world authority, for the pos- 
session of which nations are madly 
struggling to-day with the aid of 
ideological fanaticism and diabolical 
weapons. 

Hence almost any issue which 
comes before UNO can be settled if 
It does not touch the springs of power 
polities, but once these are affected, 


little can be done. Take Palestine as a 
case in point. In a way it is a minor 
issue, but oil and the strategic posi- 
tion which Palestine occupies in world 
politics to-day, make it a centre of 
world ferment. It would now appear 
that the assassination of Count berna- 
dotte has possibly provided an emo- 


LETTERS 


tional momentum that may lead to a 
quick settlement, but only an irra- 
tional optimist would believe tHat it 
will bring peace to Palestine or the 
Middle East. 

It is my conviction that the materi- 
alistic aims of the Big Powers—and 
a few smaller ones also—which are 
the outcome of the spiritually bereft 
economics of the Industrial Revolu- 
tion, are irreconcilable, and _ thus 
incapable of solution at the inter- 
national level. They can only be 
resolved by the acceptance of a 
spiritual outlook upon life which must 
follow the acceptance of spiritual 
values, and this is a task which can- 
ps A accomplished at the political 
evel, 


WILFRED WELLOCK. 
12, Victoria Avenue, 
Quinton, Birmingham, 32. 


Ex-PoWs 


ETWEEN them TRD and Wm. J. 
Lyon have found so ‘many 
and such varied reasons why ex- 
PoWs should not return to Germany 
that I am even more bewildered than 
before. That “the case of German 


Civilian Workers (ex-PoWs)” should 
not be “the same as that of ia 
German PoWs, i.e., men desperate 


needed in their own country ”’ is es 
beyond my understanding. Is ™h | 
need no longer there? Mr. Lyo® 


divides the ex-PoWs into three cate | t 
gories; yet these categories seem ae 
me to cover all the PoWs who e¥ 
were. He demands that no ™ 
should be sent home without © 
guarantee of “the prospect of ©%y 
ployment and a place to live 1% 
There never was such a guaran 
given to anyone. the | 
My impression remains that is | 
arguments’ we used until recently ow 
agitating for the repatriation 
PoWs have now been inverted ot, Se | 
torted to suit a new purpose. ‘ 
patriation,” says TROD, “is not aa be 
good (a word as deportation). Tr | 
it means returning: one to his nae f |e 
country, but it is usually use@ —. | 
people stranded abroad, — such : 
sailors paid off in a foreign pore 
Did the PPU not demand for yori 
the repatriation of, PoWs? And. Ir 
we not cite the physical ruin of er 
many and the plight of her wo 
and ¢hildten on their behalf? ae 
I do not really much mind who stayé Jog | 
where. What I object to is that the aug? 
Council, instead of lobbying for such 4 eould 
as the International Childrens’ Fund, 8" ine 
take,up on an implied point of principlé “4¢ 
defence of all ex-prisoners who hapP' 
want to stay away from Grmany. IL ® thet 
very interested in them, one way or the ut ry 
I 1am very interested’ in their fellow-cOM neir 
men who suffered and suffer still for “the 
integrity. When I 
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deuisch or any other has not wor. ghe’ 
Germany and @ responsibility to mer B 
MICHAEL SOY”. 


ih 
MN my desk lies an invitation to attend an unusual ceremony. 
It comes from the wrecked city of Munster, where a year 


ago I stood in the ruins of the Cathedral beside the begonia- 
decked grave of Count von Galen, the great Bishop of Munster 
) Who resisted the Nazis with words so powerful that they dared 


“Hot arrest him. 


The men and women of Mun- 
| Ster organised a great and grave 
feremony when they buried 


their Bishop at the end of the 


| Second World War. But this month 


they are vreparing for one even 
Breater. On Sunday, Oct. 24, the 
iandesregierungs of North-Rhine 


Westphalia and the Rat of Minster 
own are holding a Commemoration 
Day to celebrate the signing of the 
Treaty of Westphalia at Minster 
) three hundred years ago. 


My invitation has been carefully 
f translated into English by the 
| Honorary Committee, headed by 
| Minister nrdsident Karl Arnold, 
Which hopes that some British visi- 
) tors will be present to profit by the 
| Sbjeat-lesson which Miinster has pre- 
i ared. It begins as follows: 


“Thirty Year’s War had passed over 
Germany when on Oct. 24, 1648, three 
Salvos out of the battery on the walls of 

unster announced the signing of the 
Westphalian Peace. Terrible losses of men 
_ and property, devastated towns, deserted 
!¥illages and fields, ang loose morals were 
the result in many parts of the Reich, to 
which the Peace still added the ceding of 
Valuable parts of the Reich and staying of 
Political cleavage within and political un- 
consciousness to the outside. No reason 
therefore to celebrate the anniversary of 
’ the 300th recurrence of such 2 peace—most 
| Certainly not, but still to remember it as 
one of the most important happenings of 
freat consequence not only’ for German 

‘but also European history. May research 
decide in how far our present condition 
fan be explained. Certain is the knowledge 
that in Munster, through national seifish- 
Ness, dictated results could not give Europe 
a Jasting peace, and that any peace under- 
taking will fail which once more shows the 
Political centrifugal force stronger than the 
Consciousness of communal values which all 
People of the Christian occident have: It 


. this is the third of four articles on Yugo- 
SSlavia by Hubert Butler, taken from his 


bY} report to the War Resisters’ International 


/*Onference at Shrewsbury last August. His 
| “arlier articles dealt with the stand taken 
teainst Military Service by Jehovah’s Wit- 
esses, and the relations between the Church 
"nd the pro-Nazi governments during the 


ag Hubert Butler, whose home is in 
Bre has travelled extensively in Eastern 
Urope, 


|Report on Yugoslavia III 


HE Church still enjoys 
immense prestige in Yugo- 

i Slavia because it is regarded as 
| the &efender of Croatian na‘*>n- 
alism and of the bourgec’::2, 
4nd it is in fact one of the few 
Channels through which dis- 
Satisfaction with the present 


jtegime can be expressed with 


itelative impunity. 
; Croatia, though she entered the 
Mugoslav State joyfully.and of her 
Own free will in 1918, did not receive 
faiy treatment from the Serbs and for 
“0 years they have been discontented. 
any now support the Churches for 
Neasons which have nothing to do with 
| whristianity.. There is therefore very 
PUttle likelihood that the Communist 
arty will risk a direct attack on the. 
“atholic Church. It will try to as- 
| Similate it by degrees, as it has al- 
Teady tried with some success with the 
Orthodox Church. 
' In Bulgaria, for example, the head 
“f the Orthodox Church makes fre- 
)24ent and complimentary references 
|% the Soviet armies. For some 
| "Urious reason the Churches in all 
Puntries have been much more ready 
© applaud Soviet soldiers than soviet 
fuilians. Full use will be made by 
1e Soviets of this strange ecclesiasti- 
) Pal partiality. 
1x How will the Churches react to 
yet advances? I think they too 
| 2! be, on the whole. conciliatory. We 
Pan discount the cries of indignation 
Pin inst Communism that are raised 
Mite Churches of Western Europe. 
I, cre is as yet no need for them to 
accommodating. 
wore, significant is the attitude of 
pst. Rittig. the rector of St. Mark’s, 
fmereb, and next to Mgr. Stepinac, 


r 


‘}t%. Most prominent prelate in the dio- 


©. He holds a portfolio in the 
munist Government of Croatia 
the gave me a signed statement 

‘ut the relations of the Communist 
tty and the Catholic Church. This 

» ‘aration is very sympathetic to the 


by 
Vera Brittain 


would be absolutely adequate to bring this 
historical knowledge closer to the German 
people ang therewith enliven and strengthen 
the preparedness for the ‘peace of the 
world’ thought. With this aim the 
Landesregierung North Rhine Westphatia 
and the Kreistag of Munster are going to 


arrange on Sunday Oct, 24, the remem- 
brance day of 300 Years Westphalian 
Peace.” 

This Sunday programme will 


start with the celebration of Mass 
in the Church of the Holy Cross by 
Count von Galen’s successor, Dr. 
Michael Keller. Then a procession 
of Town Councillors and guests will 
march through the still bomb- 
shattered streets of the city carry- 
ing at their head the Peace Flag of 
the Town Council, and other emblems 
dating from 1648. The ceremony in 
the Landesmuseum will include 
speeches by Herr Arnold, -Professor 
Dr. Braubach of Bonn University; a 
“ distinguished figure,’ not yet speci- 
fied, from English public life; Mr. N. 
Schuster, President of Hunter Col- 
lege, New York; and Dr. W. Verkade 
of Holland, representing the Union 
Européenne des Fédéralistes. In the 
afternoon a Festival Concert will in- 
clude Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony 
“as a mighty contribution of the 
German Spirit to the cause of World 
Unity.” Throughout ‘the week otf 
Oct. 25 to 31, “important meetings ” 
and “cultural arrangements” ‘will 
follow the opening ceremony. 


The link 


Does it seem strange that the Ger- 
man people, emerging from the sun- 
less wreckage of the war that ended 
three years ago, shou'd thus elabo- 
rately recall another, divided from 
the present by three centuries? 

No function could in fact be more 


effort of the Communists to reach an 
ecclesiastical settlement. 

Mgy. Rittig has not been disowned 
or discredited at the Vatican and 
therefore’ I must assume that his 
policy of trying to work in with the 
Communists and obtain from them 
what concessions he can has the ap- 
proval of Rome. So, whether the 
Church defeats Communism or is as- 
similated by it, it has a strong hope of 
survival as an institution. The 
Church thas been called by Marxists, 
“the opiate of the people.” The hard- 
ships and discontent of many subjects 
of the Soviets is very great and it may 
well appear to their rulers that an 
opiate against the sufferings of this 
world, if it was administered by a 
State Church, might forestall an out- 
break of rebellion. Therefore, the 
Church is not likely to jeopardise its 
hope of recognition by espousing 
views, which, like those of the pacifists, 
are equally unpopular with Com- 
munists and anti-Communists. 


Prospects for pacifists 


Because of this, the prospects of 
disseminating pacifist opinions in 
Yugoslavia by direct methods are 
poor. You can only act through in- 
dividuals or through groups. The 
individual pacifists, as I have shown, 
are hopelessly crushed and the small- 
est gesture on their part towards in- 
ternational pacifism, would be 
regarded" as sabotaging the war- 
potential and entertaining relations 
with foreign reactionaries. On the 
other hand the only independent in- 
stitutions are the Churches and they 
are unlikely to irritate the Com- 
munists by aiding pacifism. : 

On this subject I had an interesting 
conversation with Herr Franz Zur- 
cher, the secretary of the Jehovah’s 
Witnesses at Berne, which is the jn- 
ternational centre to which the re- 
norts about the persecution of 
Christians are said to have been sent. 
He informed -me that the trial of the 
Witnesses had been the result of a 
pact between the Catholic Church arid 
the Communists, and, if you read the 


OF 


1648 


appropriate, for the cause of the 
Thirty Years War was the san 

cause that lies‘at the root of inter- 
national conflict today. Jt was the 
belief that Europe was not large 
enough to hold two rival religious 
ideals. Perhaps it would be truer to 
borrow a modern phrase and cail 
them “ideologies,” since ‘the con- 
duct of the Catholics and Protestants 
who set out to exterminate one an- 
other in. the name of religion had 
little in common with” Christianity 
as taught by Christ. Even without 
the atom bomb evolved by three more 
centuries of “ progress,” this essay in 
mutual annihilation came close to ex- 
tinguishing, not the rival denomina- 
tions, but the civilisation of seven- 
teenth century Europe. 


Nobody “won” 


That series of wars,fuught on Ger- 
man territory involved, in its various 
phases, Sweden, France and_ Spain, 
in addition to the numerous German 
States. By the time that the War 
ended, the participants had become 
so many and their objects so 
numerous that the final peace took 
some years to arrange. But nobcdy 


“won.” The religious problem was 
solved in. a simple and _ practical 
fashion; states which had declared 


for Catholicism or Protestantism as 
early as 1624 were left in the hands 
of Catholic or Protestant rulers. A 
quarter of a century of fighting 
might have been avoided. 


Earlier desert 


Because of it, Germany had_ be- 
come a desert. Five-sixths of its 


villages were derelict; wolves roamed ~ 


North Saxony, where one third of the 
land had gone out of cultivation. 
Trade had vanished to the French or 
Dutch; education had virtually dis- 
appeared; and the people suffered a 
moral decline which showed itself in 
coarsening manners, growing super- 
stition, and frequent witch-burnings. 
“There is just no telling,’ wrote 
Wilhelm Raabe in a haunting short 
story of this period, Elsa of the Fir, 
dealing with the death of a young 
girl hounded as a witch, and trans- 
lated by R. G. L. Barratt in 1948, 
“no means of casting up the total of 


Jehovah’s Witnesses’ Year Book you 
will find the same extraordinary alle- 
gations made about their misfortunes 
in Soviet Russia and Poland. 

Is one to believe these things? I 
do not know. All we know is that 
Sreat institutions fighting for their 
lives fight quite blindly and they are 
able to ignore all those truths and 
scruples, which an individual finds 
obvious and inescapable. 


In Ireland © 


I can give you an instance of this 
from my own experience. In Ireland, 
though we have almost no Com- 
munists, there is a vigorous campaign 
against Communism. Possibly the ob- 
ject: of this campaign is to invigorate 
the Church, by proclaiming a crusade, 
possibly it has the worthy object of 
providing a common platform, on 
which Protestant and Catholic and all 
the divided branches of the Church 
may stand together. The plan has the 
great defect that it is not honest. 

At the time of the trial of the, 
Yugoslav Jehovah’s Witnesses and 
their death sentences, full publicity 
was given to the trials in the Irish 
Press as an instance of Soviet 
brutality. : 

Very shortly -fte-wards the Wit- 
nesses began camvaigning for con- 
verts in Southern Ireland and the 
tables were promptly turned. It was 
put about that so far from being vie- 
tims of Communism the Witnesses 
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what went down in the welter of this 
Germanic War, which lasted thirty 


So terrible were the cruelties prac- 
tised, that two centuries later Charles 
Kingsley, writing a letter of advice 
in 1859, to a would-be illustrator of 
the Pilyrim’s Progress, attributed the 
éxcruciating death invented by Bunyan 
for Faithful to the influence of the 
barbarities practiced in the Europe of 
his day. “No cruelty to man or 
woman that you can draw,” added 
Kingsley, ‘can equal what was going 
on on the Continent from Papist to 
Protestant during Bunyan’s lifetime.” 


Greater crueities 


Fortunately for himself, the sensi- 
tive Kingsley could not foresee the yet 
greater cruelties to be practised by 
the totalitarian states in their gas 
chambers and concentration camps, by 
the British at Hamburg and the 
Americans at Hiroshima. But even 
in his time, a century before our own, 
Catholics and Protestants had learned 
to live together. Today, sitting amic- 
ably on each others’ platforms in sup- 
port of social service or continental 
relief, their priests and ministers have 
completely forgotten those once irre- 
concileable differences which . for 
thirty years kept Europe in turmoil. 


We might well -rejoice, had not 
another set of “irreconcileable” dif- 
ferences arisen to take the place of 
the old phantoms exorcised by -the 
Treaty of Westphalia. Democracy 
and Communism. it is, alleged by both, 
cannot occupy the same world. One 
or the other must be extinguished be- 
fore peace can reign; the ‘“ Free 
Society” must eliminate its foes or 
perish. 


Must it indeed? If the “ cold war” 
turns hot, and there are any people 
left three hundred years hence to re- 
member the conflict, I suspect that 
their reactions to the mutual in- 
tolerance of Communist and Demo- 
crat will be much the same as ours 
to that older mutual intolerance of 
Catholic and Protestant. At least it 
might be worth while for those who 
take the fatalistic view of incom- 
patible ideologies to attend in spirit 
the celebrations at Minster, and 
examine with contrite hearts and un- 
prejudiced minds the relevant lessons 
of the Thirty Years War. 


WHEN CATHOLICS AND COMMUNISTS UNITE 


were Communists 
Communists themselves. 
“A few months ago the Irish Times 
(paper of the Protestant minority) 
printed on its front page an address 
by the Catholic Bishop of Cork, de- 
nouncing the Witnesses on these 
grounds and suggesting that the police 
should take notice of them. 

I wrote to explain the situation, 
quoting from the Public Prosecutor’s 
speech in the Zagreb trial about the 
reactionary associations of the Wit- 
nesses and the grave damage they 
were doing to the Communist cause, 
damage so serious that only death 
could atone for it. The Irish Times 
refused, to print this nor have the 
Protestant Churches of Ireland dona 
anything to protect this small Pro 
testant sect against obviously secta- 
rian slander. The friendship of 
Protestant and Catholic in Southern 
Ireland is highly precarious and it 
may have appeared that it would be 
unwise to endanger it by telling the 
truth about an unimportant body like 
the Witnesses. 

This tacit collusion between oid 
enemies in Ireland at the expense of 
the Witnesses makes it appear pos- 
sible to me that the same thing hap- 
nened in Yugoslavia and that Herr 
Zurcher may not necessarily have 
heen far wrong in thinking that 
Catholicy and Communists were at 
one In regard to this brutal trial. 


(To be concluded) 
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Pastoral 


HE craze for statistics, and 

in particular for facts and 

figures relating to the military 

strength of the nation is not 
altogether a modern one. 


David said to Joab the captain of the 
host, which was in Israel, Go to and fro 
mow through all the tribes of (Israel, 
From Dan even to Beersheba, and num- 
ber ye the people, that I may know the 
sum of the people. So when they had 
gone through all the land. they came to - 
Jerusalem at the end of .nine months and 
twenty days. And Joab gave up the 
sum of the numbering of the people unto 
the king: and therg were in Israel three 
hundreg thousand valiant men that drew 


the sword. 
Is that all? No women? No 
children? No prophets? No crafts- | 


men? No teachers? No _ priests? 
There were all of these, but they did 
not matter. The Book of Samuel says 
that David was inspired by God to 
take this census. The Book of 
Chronicles states that he was inspired 
by the devil to take his census. With- 
out entering into any discussion con- 
cerning the merits of respective 
Bibliéal narratives, we can see in this 
incident a precedent for the diabolical 
counting of heads which has been 
the hobby of statesmen ever since 
the time of David. It was clear that 
Joab was instructed to count only 
those people able to make a direct 


contribution to the national war 
effort. 
§ | 

What of the mothers? The pre- 


rogative of the mother, in Israel, is 


PENNY PACIFISM 


HEN we sang, fifty years 
ago, at Liberal demon- 
strations: 


There’s a good time coming boys 
When the pen shall rule the sword 


we little thought of the Press 
propaganda of Harmsworth, or 


of the penny Papers of today. 
Indeed the pen as ruled the sword 
only too effectually. So far back as 
1855 old Lord-Aberdeen could confess 
to Cobden that he lamented that 
“he had suffered himself to be drawn in 
to the Russian war. He declared that he 
ought to have resigned. He said it was 
not the Parliament or the public but the 
Press that forced the Government into the 
The public mind was not at first in 
but it was made 


war. 
an uncontrollable state, 
so by the Press.” 


Today, with a penny Paper for each 
political section, the Daily Mail, News 
Chronicle, Daily Herald, and Daily 
Worker may foment the most acute 
political antagonisms at ‘home or 
abroad; propaganda is the unsolved 
problem of our age. Indeed a Royal 
Commission has been appointed to 
consider the control of the British 
Press; but even if it were national- 
ised or impartialised like the British 
Railways or the BBC, the majority 
vote or the mass -mind would still 
control it, ? 

The trouble lies deeper—the Press 
and the pen and the tongue are only 
instruments of mind and spirit. This 


| was seen long ago in its application 


prophetic idea could be realised, and 


to-the making of peace: 

‘““But.the tongue can no man tame; it 
is an unruly evil full of deadly poison; 
with it we bless God, thé Father, and with 
it we curse man made in the image of God. 
Brothers, these things ought not to be... 
The wisdom from above is first of all 
sincere, then peaceable, gentle and easy to 
be intreated, full of mercy and good deeds, 
without partisanship and without hypocrisy; 
and the harvest of justice is sown in peace 
by those that make peace.” 


Pacifism of this order is no cheap 
or popular thing, no mere reaction 
from war. It is an old gibe against 
that kind of pacifism that said, “ Who 
dared to look on torture but dared not 
look on war,” ignoring the causes but 
abhorring the consequences. Actu- 
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by 
George M. LI. Davies 


ally it was the long ignoring of the 
desperation caused by poverty and 
ignominy that bred the desperadoes 
—Hitler in the Ruhr, and Horner in 
the Rhondda, out for bloody revolu- | 
tion. © 

In a public correspondence between 
Canon Peter Green and Principal 
Graham, the Anglican asked the 
Quaker, “ Why do you make so much 
of the evangelical pacifism of the 
early Church, and ignore its evan- 
gelical poverty?” Poverty is cer- 
tainly a breeding ground of wars; the 
crowd in the Rhondda went Com- 
mimist because of fifteen years of 


The Way to | | 
Peace 


TINHE supposed choice between 
war and peace doesn't exist, 
there is only one between peace 
and racial suicide. 
So the questions vexing the 
world today must—there is no 
qualification for this word—be 
settled exactly as they would have 
to be settled if humanity were at 
one swoop deprived of ail tts 
weapons by some imaginary 
supernatural power. 
For then there would be noth- 
ing left but methods of concilia- 
tion and co-operation. The fetish — 
of force as a final and satisfac- 
tory settler of wrongs dies hard. | 
But now the old fetishes are done. | 
Courage and patriotism, 30 
willingly given and brought te 
battle, have now to be diverted 
to the salvation not of a particu- 
lar country, but 'of the race as & 
whole. 
Similarly the voluble world 
politicians, however accurate 
their denunciations may seem to 
be, can only endanger human sur- 
vival, unless they can tune their 
outpourings to a key midway 
between appeasement and ag- 
gressiveness, a key which recog- 
nises that there is method in. 
every seeming madness and that 
continued existence- depends on 
the various apparent lunatics 
learning to ewist side by side. 
The Churches of the world have 
definite orders as to the methods 
to be employed for settling dis- 


“enemies, 


clearly stated by the psalmist:. 


Lo children are an heritage from the Lord; 


And the fruit of the womb is his reward 
Ag arrows in the hand of a mighty man, 
So are the children of youth. 


Happy is the man that hath his quiver full 


of them: 


they sought refuge and comfort in 
the apocalyptic hope. The apocalyp- 
tic literature has often been mis- 
understood and misinterpreted, but 
broadly speaking, it meant that the 
Israelites had shifted the responsi- 


They shall not be ashamed when they speak bility from themselves to God. The 


with their enemies at the gate. 


What of the prophets? 

But Jehoshaphat said, Is there not here 
besides a prophet of the Lord that we 
may inquirg of him? And the king of 
Israel said unto Jehoshaphat, There is 
yet one man by whom we may inquire of 
the Lord, Micaiah the son of Imiah, but 
I hate him, for he doth not prophesy 
good concerning me, but evil. 


apocalyptic writers did not believe 
that God worked through human 
agencies. God himself would become 
the warrior. Israel had been defeated 
in battle times without number, but 
God would dramatically intervene, re- 
veal his strength in a spectacular 
way, confirmed by strange signs, 


It is clear that the prophet’s task wonders and portents; would exalt his 
was to predict a speedy victory over chosen ones, and put to shame his 


the enemy. 
cerned with 


victory to the enemy. 
was naive and poignant. 
And Balak said unto Balaam, What 
hast thou done unto me? I took thee to 
curse mine enemies, and now thou hast 
blessed them altogether. 
§ 

What of the poets? These too, 
had their part to play in keeping up 
the morale of, the nation. 

He teacheth my hands to war, 
And my fingers to fight. 

Throughout its early history, 
Israel, a tiny country surrounded by 
was a nation completely 
mobilised for war. Did the Israelites 
ever tire of bloodshed and slaughter? 
They certainly did, and it was a 


prophet of Israel who gave us the 
sweet vision of peace. 
They shall beat their swords into 


plowshares, and their spears into pruning 
hooks; nation shall not lift. up sword 
against nation, neither shall they learn 
war any more. But they shall_ dwell 
every man under his vine and under his 
fig tree, and none shall make them 
afraid. 


Gradually however, the people of 
Israel ceased to believe that the 


TEN YEARS AGO 


From Peace News, October 22, 1938|whose foresight was vindicated by 


A “case” of incitement 


A case of Peace Pledge Union | foul atrocities. It produced conceited 
literature, books and pledge -cards| kings and leaders, confident that God 
’ was left in a school in a:Midlands city | would prosper théir cause, whatever 
-where the local PPU group holds its |they did. Yet the Old Testament is 


meetings. 


During the crisis seventy Terri-|to run against the tide of pvpular 
torials were billeted in the school and, | enthusiasm, men willing to incur the 
on leaving, took with them the case of charges of treason to the nation and 


literature. 
The case was afterwards-r 
from one of the tents in a nearby park. 
* * ca 


Some seemed more con- 

spreading alarm and Israel’s enemies too. 
despondency, and in one or two cases 
even put forth the blasphemous sug- 
gestion that The Lord would give the 
Balak’s plea 


ecovered , rather than be untrue to their con- 


enemies, who were, of course, 


The land which gave us the sweet 
dream of perpetual _peace has been 
the scene of wars without end. The 
historical books of the Old Testament 
are simply the record of the barbari- 
ties of battle, the barbarities of 
people who believed in a God as bar- 
barous as themselves. 

Thus saith the Lord of hosts, Go and 
smite Amalek, and utterly destroy all 
that they have, and spare them not, but 
slay both man and beast, infant and 
suckling, ox and sheep, camel and ass. 


ares 

Yet, strangely enough, in days 
clouded by the fear of war, the Old 
‘Testament is a wonderfully comfort- 
ing bock. The Old Testament vives 
us the ugly tales of Judges and 
Joshua, but it also tells of men, who 
even in those far off days, refused to 
accept the popular cry of destruction 
upon the enemy. It gives us the 
dream of Deutero-Isaiah, who wrote 
of a nation which should be led as a 
lamb to the slaughter in order that 
other nations might learn a higher 
way. It tells us of men who, in con- | 
trast to the paid soothsayers of their | 
time, insisted upon stating the final 
outcome of wickedness and wrong- 
doing. Above all, it gives us Jeremiah, 
whose unpopular policy of submission 
to the enemy has made his name a 
byword even to this day; Jeremiah, 


events. 
Israel gave us hidéous stories’ of 


also rich in stories of men not afraid 


cowardice in the face of the enemy, 


vietions, men ‘strong in their resist- 
ance to false religious tempers and 
expedient political opinions. The Old 


Commenting on the crisis, a pacifist | Testament is a book which must be 


in India writes 


earnestly and devoutly studied by all 


“Englishmen ore now being told|who would learn how a man may 
that they must throw away their lives | stand firm, even though the earth do| and who “cash in” for their own 


to defend freedom. and crush impertal-|shake, the waters thereof roar and | purposes. 
i I wonder how many of them | be troubled, and the mountains move | Communists accept the two sides of 


wm 


realise that in India England is up-|into the midst of the seas. 


holding that very system, 


JOHN VINCENT | 


mass unemployment. 
SHALLOW PACIFISM 


It is a shallow pacifism that looks 
at the consequences but not at the 
causes of war. “‘ Whence come wars 
and fighting among you; come they 
not from the passions that are at war 
in your members?” In fact, a recent 
conference on industrial relationships 
declared these psychological factors 


in disputes to be more prevalent than | 


political or economic causes. The 
able minds of the intellectuals gather- 
ed together at Wroclaw didn’t prevent 
them from quarrelling like cats. 

To commend immediate physical 
disarmament to peoples and natiqns 
tortured by the facts or the fears (as 
M. Spaak of Belgium put it so 
frankly) of tyranny, ignominy or 
poverty, may seem an obvious ex- 
pedient, but it leaves men in a moral 
vacuum. There is another side of the 
penny. 

Itwas this other side that Christ 
showed when kis adversaries asked 
the trap question whether it was 
right to pay Roman taxes. He took 
a penny and -asked, “ Whose image 


and. superseription is this.” They 
replied ‘“ Caesar’s.” He answered 
“Give unto Caesar the things that 
are Caesar’s and unto God the things 
that are God’s.” That was the other 
side of the penny—an Evangel, as 
well as an ethic, in whose light 
Christ judged the centurion, the 
publican and the harlot. Men were 
not left with a vacuum, or the nega- 
tions which label us anti-capitalists, 
anti-war, or anti-vivisectionists and 
do not reveal a positive purpose or 
personality. 


MODERN CAESARS 


modern Caesars—Hitler, Mus- 
Stalin—are not content, like 
simple highwaymen, to say “ Your 
money or your life.’ They demand 
liberty, credulity, servility, humanity 
as-sacrifices on the altar of the totali- 
tarian faith. To leave Germans to the 
mercy of Stalin as we left Czechs to 
the mercy of Hitler may well seem to 
the plain man & mean and immoral 
appeasement. 

To accept deliberately the risks 
of Caesar and of Communism, as 
did the- combined Churches of 
Czechoslovakia this year, and, at 
the same time, to assert a com- 
mon faith in God and in obedience 
to Christ is a new thing in Euro- 
pean Christendom. There is here 
re-atmament as well as disarma- 
ment. “ With men theSe things 
are impossible; with God all things 
are possible,’ was the Christian 
sanction for this venture which 
calls for a discipline, no less than 
a discipleship, of faith. 

There are others who object to war 


The 
solini, 


Neither Romanists nor 


the complete penny of peace; they do 
not love Caesar less because they love 


putes and as to the sacredness of 
human life. 

They are therefore saved from 
the difficulties of the apparent 
choice now vexing laymen and 
could confidently lead them along 
the only path that wiil sdve 
humanity. 


Earl! of Darnley in a letter 


to Sunday Express, Oct. 
17, 1948. 


Rome or Russia more; a United Front 
for Peace is fictitious where there is 
no United Back. 

Beter be in perpetual minority, | 
with a positive creed of creative 
peace-making, than in the majority 
of a negative crowd which. may seek 
peace for convenience and not for 
conscience sake. 

It was the realisation that the 
Indian Congress had adopted non- 
violence only as a policy and not as) 


a creed that brought Gandhi near to | i 


despair. It was his personal demon- 
stration of non-violent intervention 
and finally his assassination as he 
walked the way of peace, that checked 
the Hindu-Moslem feuds as no pro- 
paganda had been able to do. 

It was to this power of persons 
that Runham Brown appealed in the 
recent International Conference 0 


died 


. | Methods. 


oe ue Lear as reported in |] (Ove 
eace ews. uoting Gandhi he J} 

said, “ If one man could live the high- Por IM, 
est type of love it would be sufficient 5( 
to neutralise the hate of millions.” | Is 
In Gandhi’s death that was seen to be | (Post f: 
possible. “It is quality, it is brains, ] 

it- is courage, it is truth and love PE. 
which count in this universe and not | 

the great mass of brute strength and PEL 
violence. I believe that from this day 

we have beau to say something a | 3 Black 
constructive than mer ist-- [. 
ne ere war resist-_ — 


— a | {RLEASE 

CONSCRIPTION - WE SAY NO!) |stire uti 
A QUAKER APPEAL FOR jis. minio 
THE ABOLITION OF —— ~ |iirmene, 
MILITARY CONSCRIPTION — ]psipomx 
A PUBLIC MEETING — Bones, 
v will be held at Borge Wvertic 
Friends House, Euston Rd, N.Wel Jae seserv 
on “ { i Belarc 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 4th, |yowine ts 
at 7.30 p.m. ri vk hat all 
SPEAKERS: / yea 
W. MAUDE BRAYSHAW | | & prior + 
(Clerk of London Yearly Meeting) a mar disple 
WALTER H. AYLES tele’ colar 
(M.P. for Southall) me © enquiri 
KATHLEEN LONSDALE,, < JX Bake use 
A YOUNG CONSCIENTIOUS: _ POR. ae: 
OBJECTOR one east | 

Organised by the Peace Committee of te esday 
Society of Friends, Friends’. House, Be en amme | 
Road, London, N.W.l. 9)” pe) he foul 
ee oe le ee ee a - ALT 


| METHODIST AND 
ANGLICAN PACIFISTS 
HOLD JOINT MEETING 


A joint meeting of the Anglican 
Pacifist Fellowship and the 
Methodist Peace Fellowship was 
heid in the National Society’s 


» cca a 
7 | q 
ip |! 


ews in Brief | | Pacifist Profiles XI 


ROF. GIOVANNI PIOLI 

was born in 1877. His con- 
version to pacifism was com- 
pleted during a stay at Wood- 
brooke Settlement when he was 
|33. From that time until this 
he has been unceasingly active 
in the pacifist cause. ; 


The outbreak of the First World 
War found him in London, distuss- 
ing vegetarianism and alternative 
service with Gandhi. Subsequently, 
he opposed Italy’s entry into the 
War, and continued to contribute ar- 
ticles on pacifism to Italian journals 
until, as he puts it, “Fascism broke 
my pen.” 

But. Fascism did not break his 
spirit—even when he was d-smissed 
from his post in.a Staté Secondary 
School for 11 years, having declared 
in a correspondence with the Minis- 
ter of Education that he “ submitted 
to the Tribunal of his own con- 
science.” He remained in contact 
with the Society of Friends, publish- 
ing a pamphlet on George Fox in 
1927; and with the War Resisters’ 
International, whose Zurich meeting 
he attended in 1935. -: 

That year the Abyssinian War 
started. Prof. Pioli wrote letters of 
«protest to the Italian bishops sup- 
porting it, and published hundreds of 
copies of an appeal from the Roman 


POLAND has 1,500,000 orphans, 
, Emilie Bradbury, Quaker worker 
M Poland, reported upon her return 
t@ the USA. Education, which was 
Suspended under the German occu- 
Dation, is practically back to normal, 
She stated. All children up to high Hall, S.W.1, on the evening of 
School age are under g compulsory Oct. 15. The Chairman was the 
education programme. . Rev. F. A. Fariey of Oxford. 


AFETHODISTS yere represented by 
: the Rev. Wi.fred Wade of Ken- 
ton, who urged that the issue of war 
and pacifism should be more cour- 
ageously discussed in our churches, 
though the pacifist must be careful | 
to bring the utmost humility to his 
presentation of his convictions. Mr. 
Wade saw no hope of peace on the 
purely political plane. The one hope 
lay in the Christian Church and the 
slow but sure growth of the Ecumeni- 
cal movement, notably displayed re- 
cently at Amsterdam. It is a fact 
that more people: go to church in 
Russia today than in England. These 
should be a bulwark against Russian 
Communism, which is_ totalitarian 
and expansionist. 


Archdeacon Perey Hartill, for the 
Anglicans, stressed five points which 
should be engaging the attention of 
Christians: 

1. They should continually decline to divide 
the world into two sections in which they 


are right and the others all wrong. We 
are all wrong in some measure, and we 


In response to an appeal from 
the late Count Bernadotte, the 
W United Nations’ Mediator tor Pales- 
/4he, the government of India de- 
fided to contribute £7,500 for the 
Yelief of; Arab and Jewish refugees in 
} Palestine. 
| The’ decision was communicated to 
Count Bernadotte in a telegram 
(ftom Pandit Nehru saying: “ We can 
Tilly appreciate the nature of human 
Wdisaster, as our government has had 
70 deal during the past year with 
) the appalling problem of giving re- 
}#ef to and rehabilitating 6,000,000 
Tefugees, most of whom were de- 
Pived of all they possessed and 
Suffered terrible hardships. We are 
Still grappling with this vast human 
/®8oblem which is straining our re- 
Sources to the utmost. Nevertheless, 
We extend our full sympathy to the 
“nfortunate refugees in Palestine 
7d the government of India have 
ecided to contribute £7,500 for their 
| Yelief.” 


/- North Carolina (USA) Quakers have issued 


PROFESSOR PIOLI 

Critica 
papers brought him into contact with 
sympathetic readers, prepared to un- 


Milan Sociale and other 


. dertake propaganda for pacifism; 
whilst in Milan itself an active group 
has been formed.. A recent broad- 
cast on the Milan radio, on the sub- 


ject of COs in all countries, aroused 


1" statement declaring that participation in should seek to understand where, and also | Catholic Archbishop in. Abyssinia, so much j 

te military system “even in a non-combatant when the other person may have some | describing the real conditions of that COse.n Liber as hae the seo on 
! ‘apacity weakens the testimony of our whole right. 2 country. His letter to the Secretary b Fail Y . whic was _ to. ave 
/iftiety.” They added, however, “we hold in| 2. When people talk of the evils of war General of the League, disavowing een delivered by Prof. Pioli himself, 


“ve and sympathetic understanding all those 
} Pen who in good conscience choose to enter 
|} "© armed forces.” 

| 


Christians should stress that it is a greater 
evil to murder than to be murdered, The 
Christian should be prepared to suffer. The 
aggressor should always be the object of 
his prayer. 


Since Christianity transcends all barriers 
of race and colour, no man can be our 
enemy. Membership of the Church of 
Christ should be a bigger fact than mem- 
bership of a parteular nation. 


the crime nerpetrated in the name of 
Italy, recently brought him a grate- 
ful acknowledgement from the Em- 
peror Haile Selassie. 

A cross presented to him by the 
Polish Ambassador a year ago, con- 
stitutes a similar tribute to his cour- 
age in organising « public protest 
against Italy’s alliance with Ger- 
many in 1939. At the time, he and 
his colleagues received sentences of 
from two to nine years’ imprison~ 
ment for this. 

Prof. Pioli himself wast released- 
after only four months, on the inter- 
vention, as he afterwards discovered, 
of a former fellow-student—the pre-| * 
sent Pope. Still under surveillance, 
and forkidden to teach, he passed the 
time writing a biography of Faustus- 
Socinius, the Unitarian forerunner of 
George Fox, and in translating Fox’s 
Journal. But he was still not safe. 
Even while hiding~in the mountains, 
he was robbed twice, and his apart- 


has been deferred indefinitely, 
Words of Peace - No 249 

NOE BY ARMS 
It is not by force of arms that 
South Africa will be lost but by mis- 
government, and instead of blustering 
about reinforcements and Army Re- 
form, or shall we say, platitudinising 
about commercial education, it would 
be well if our eminent ones applied 
themselves to the problem—How to 
make those love us who now hate us. 


—Campbell Bannerman to 
Lord Shaw, Jan. 17, 1901. 


}. Iwo American farm boys, just returned 
wom a comprehensive tour of farms in vari- | 3. 
Dyits parts of the British Isles, expressed 
Miration for British soil-conservation 
Methods. 
ute boys, William Shackelford and Russell 
2why, are part of a group which partici- 
Rated in an international farm youth exchange | 4- 
4 Ject sponsored by the US Department of 
Peericulture. The programme allowed the 
4238 to live on British farms while they 
il thowied and compared British agricultural | 5. 
ethods. must always be essentially religious, not 
—— merely ethical. No action should be under- 
\ taken which cannot be done to the glory 


0 a ee of God. That cannot apply to war in any 


circumstances. 
} | the tatest PPU give-away leaflets. HILDA DICE 
The speech the Press ignored 


RHYS DAVIES’ 


Suse of Commons appeal for a 
peace-making policy now 
(Summarised in a recent PN.) 


Power lies in silent suffering arising from 
love, not in violence. The suffering of 
Niemoeller did mare to destroy the power 
of Nazism than the arms of the allies. 


Standards of judgment of human conduct 


If one purges the Judaism of the Prophets 
and Christianity as Jesus Christ taugh it of 
all subsequent additions, especially those of 
the priests, one ie left with a teaching which 
is capable of curing all the social ills of 
humanity. It is the duty of every man of 
goodwill to strive steadfastly in his own little 
world to make this teaching of pure humanity 


This year’s range of 


Gbhristmas Cards 


includes 


| The pacifist challenge a a ithe 80 ih Re cere ee he ee ment in Milan was raided. No. 1. Magara ape Child (Blue) with or 
e e e an ones attemp in 1s ilrection withou 7 without verse, 
{ (This Is our choice being crushed and trampled under-foot by his Soon aftersthe fall of Mascisttaalic No. 2 The Bells (Two shades of blue). 
y contemporaries he may consider himself and proceeded to reconstitute the Italian No. 3 The Tree (Green and gold). 


the community to which he belongs lucky. 
—Albert Einstein. 


| pacifist movement. Articles con- 


No. 4 The Bridge (Black and white), 
| tributed to the Rome Mercurio, the 


No. 5 The Little Girl (Green, orange and 
black). 
No. 6 To All Men (Green and black) with 
greetings and verse in GERMAN 
and ENGLISH. 


All one price 4d. each with envelopes 


(Postage 3d. extra for first dozen, plus 14d. 
for each extra dozen, 7 dozen and upwards 9d.) 


| -war,and communism or 


peace and democracy. 
(Last week’s PN front page article.) 


Wr. Kathleen Lonsdale, F.R.S., D.Se. 
ATOM ARP IS 
TRAGIC FOLLY 


Your Library Shelves are Incomplete 
without a copy of 


“ADVANCE to BARBARISM ” 


PRINTING 


| 


| (Over 25,000 already distributed.) by MAGAZINES, PAMPHLETS ORDER A SAMPLE SET NOW 
gather: A JURIST NEWSLETTERS, POSTERS Sie cards 2/3 

B50 inn 1000 Price 12/6 Nett Reports, Balance Sheets and wii LAG oe ae 
Is. | is Od 188. “A Scholarly Indictment of War” all Commercial Printing DISCOUNTS-FOR-FUNDS, 


| (post free, assorted lots supplied) 
Published for the 
PEACE PLEDGE UNION 


by 
PEACE NEWS LTD. | 
| 3 Blackstock Road, London, N.4 


F. A. Ridley in- “ Socialist Leader ” 
Obtainable from the publishers: 


THOMSON AND SMITHiLTD.|C_ A. BROCK & Co., 


(Dept. P) 
49 CHIPPENHAM ROAD, : 
LONDON, W.9. 


or from your bookseller. 


PRIVATE CARDS, ETC. 


Help Peace News work for peace 
by buying and recommending 


ENDSLEIGH CARDS 
3 Blackstock Road, London, N.4. 


Enquiries receive prompt attention 


| 7 SOUTHERN ROW, LONDON, W.1I0 


BACHELOR PACIFIST (Glasgow) 
would like to meet lady with similar 
views. Age 30, music, cinema, 
theatre, walking. Box 965. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


REGINALD BAILEY, assisted by 
Mrs. Bailey, Naturopath, Osteopath, 
Psychiatrist and Bates System for 
eyes. 134, Hoppers Road, Winchmore 
Hill, N.21. Palmers Green 7868. 
By appointment. 


LRLEASE READ CAREFULLY 
h.-ATEST TIME for copy: Monday 
‘Ore publication. 
{}.ERMS: Cash with order, 3d. per 
Std, minimum 2s. 6d. (Box No. 6d. 
Please don’t send stamps in 
“Ment, except for odd  ypence. 
I fy Ximum lerigth: 60 words. Address 
[Ry Box No. replies: Peace News, 3 
Sckstock Rd., N.4. 
a en corresponding with PN about 
W,a2dvertisement, quote its first 
wee classification, and date. 
tay, @ reserve the right to hold over 
}%.ttisements and to limit the fre- 
} Stcy of continuing advertisements. 
By Wing to the increasing pressure 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


ACCOMMODATION 


NEW FOREST. Caravan 
available bachelor/widower (prefer- 
ably vegetarian) interested garden- 
ing, poultry. Box 966. 

DERBYSIRE HILLS. Food Re- 
form Vegetarian Guest House “for 
happy holidays or restful recupera- 
tion; all modern comforts. A. and 
K. §. Ludlow, The Briars, Crich, 
Matlock. (Station: Ambergate. Tel.: 
Ambergate 44). 


LITERATURE, &c. 


QUAKERISM. Information and 
Literature respecting the Faith and 
Practice of the Religious Society of 
Friends, free on application to the 
Friends’ Home Service Committee, 
friende’ House, Ruston Rd., London. 


SITUATIONS VACANT 


Situations are available only to 
applicants excepted from the Control 
of Engagement Order, 1947, No. 2021 


MAN CASEWORKER required— 
Quaker sympathies—valuable social 
work experience. Board residence 
plus 19/~ per week. Further par- 
fieulars from Secretary, Friends 
Service Centre, 161/163 Netherfield 


site 


NORTH LONDON readers are re- 
minded that the Bookstall at Peace 
News office carries an interesting 
selection of topical books and 
pamphlets. Visitors to the office are 
always welcome: houra 9.30 to 6 
o'clock, Wednesday evenings up to 9 
o'clock. Our premises are above 


PERSONAL 


‘Ay Cr advertising space we must 
%,. that all copy for displayed in- 
: apn should reach us not Iater 
itt Thursday morning eight 
fy, Prior to publication. 

| displayed advertisement rates 
Hy tin at the low rate of 1@s, per 
| tone! 
ty © enquiries from readers wishing 
paake use of this service. 


© coluntn inch and we shall wel-|5 


versation, 


EDUCATIONAL 
LEARN FRENCH/German. 
composition. 
teaching, moderate charges. M. Mar- 
cel, 24 Mt. View Rd., N.4. 
SPEAKING & WRITING lessons. 
8. Dorothy Matthews, 2 
Primrose Hill Road, London, N.W.3. 
PRImrose 5686. 


i D MEETINGS 
in: ALEX COMFORT, M.R.C.S, 
ty pist & Poet on “ The Approach 
4 face” Kingsway Hall, W.C.2. 
miNesday Oct. 27 at 1.15 p.m. 
Aamme of series from National 
Council, 144 Southampton 
DWC 


FOR SALE & WANTED 


REBILEX MUST buy typewriters. 
We arrange advertisements and pay 
good commissions to any contacts in 
provinces who will forward replies. 
Full details from Rebilex Tpyewriter 
Co. Ltd., 561 London Road, Westcliff- 
on-Sea, Essex. 


PARENTS, 
Leaders are invi 
sonally or by 


Con- 
Professional 


2\fidential service 
sultations from 
Ephraim Road, 

Tel. STReatham 


B.A., 


sSympathisers 
speaking pen f 
other countries. 


age to 


TEACHERS, 


z letter John Corfield, 
the Childrens Consultant and Special- 
ist in Youth Problems, for all Child- 
ren’s or Teenager’s difficulties. 


"MANY GERMAN pacifists 
would 


are. asked to send name, address and 
Manager, 
Blackstock Rd., London, N.4. 


Road, Liverpool 5. 


YOUNG MAN required for health 
foods, near London. Give particulars 


Youth 
ted to consult per- 


state when free. Box 967. 


Con- 
Con- 
28 Mt. 
S.W.16. 


and advice. 

38. 6d. 
Streatham, 
5507. 


SITUATIONS & WORK WANTED 


-EXPERT DUPLICATING Service 
Enquiries invifed. Mabel Eyles, 2 
Aberdeen Park, Highbury, London. 
N.5. Tel. CANonbury 3882. 


WOMAN USED country life, seeks 
work with poultry. Inexperienced, 
willing, adaptable, could help cleri- 
cal. No objection caravan or hut 
and self catering. Box 968. 


and 
English 
in this and 
Interested readers 


value 
riends 
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of previous business experience, and 


Fish and Cook, stationers, 3 Black- 
stock Rd., N.4. 


CARTOON POSTCARDS 
got bayonet practise and scripture 
for ‘homework tonight ”—reprinted 
from PPU Journal—7d. doz. 
free. Send 2d. for sample. Ends- 
leigh Cards (PN Lid.) 8, Blackstock 
Road, London, N.4. 


“Tve 


MAHATMA GANDHI, a inew por- 
trait, printed on fine art board, 
overall size approx. 114 x 84”, 
1s. 6d. each, 6 for 6s. 6d., 

6d., post free, 
. Peace News. 2 Blackstock 
+» London, N,4 
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Watch Belgrade, not Paris 


COMMENTARY CONTINUED 


date it was suspected that he would 
attempt to govern his country without 
fealty to Moscow and without ac- 


knowledgement of the power of the 
Red Army. Accordingly the Soviet 
Government appointed an ambassa- 
dor, M. Lavrentiey, te Belgrade to 
watch Tito and to report to Moscow 
any waywardness on the part of the 
Yugoslav distator. 


The outlawry 


FoR three years, the Rusian Am- 
bassador continued in his unhappy 
task. One. or two members of 
the Yugoslav Government, who 
sensed that loyalty to Moscow would 
ultimately be of greater benefit than 
loyalty to Tito, gave Lavrentiev what 
assistance they could, but, early this 
year, they overstepped the mark and 
were arrested for their activities. 
Indeed, the first time Western suspi- 
cions were awakened to the fact that 
strange things were taking place in 
Belgrade was in April this year, just 
before the famous Cominform denun- 
ciation of Marshal Tito. Messrs. 
Hebrang and Zujovic, Ministers in the 
Tito Government, were sentenced to 
prolonged periods of imprisonment. 
Within a short time of this incident 
Marshal ‘Tito was outlawed by a 
forma] denunciation of the Cominform 
powers, when an -amazing series of 
events and a still more striking ex- 
change of correspondence took place. 
Colonel-General Arso Jovanovich, 
Chief of Staff of the Yugoslay Army 
of National Liberation, was reported 
to have been shot by a Yugoslav fron- 
tier guard while trying to escape from 
his country. More detailed informa- 
tion reaching London pointed to the 
fact that he had tried to get away on 
the plane by which Anna Pauker, the 
Rumanian Foreign Minister, was re- 


turning to Bucharest after a con+ 


ference in Belgrade, but the OZNA, 
the Yugoslav secret police, were one 
step ahead of Moscow. 

Events soon began to assume a de- 
finite pattern. There were other 
attempts to escape, some successful, 
and simultaneously diplomatic repre- 
sentatives in certain Yugoslav em- 
bassies and legations -in Western 
Europe were resigning their posts and 


“PACIFISM 
and the 
FREE SOCIETY” 


by Dr. E. L. Allen 


—the pacifist reply to John 
Middleton Murry’s recent book. 
(In the P.N. Pamphlet Series) 
2d. (postage 1d.). 


2/- a dozen, post free. 


PEACE NEWS 3 BLACKSTOCK RD. 
LONDON N.4 


ERRATA ae 
On no subject in everyday life do 


subjective and unreasoning attitudes 
exert so great an influence as upon 


sexual morals. In 
BARBARISM AND 


SEXUAL FREEDOM 


Alex Comfort 


examines the problems of sexuality in 
the modern state.and gives a personal 
interpretation of sexual behaviour in 
the free society. 
Designed as a basis for discussion 
among social and political workers, 
Dr. Comfort’s viewpoint represents 
that of an increasing section of social 
psychologists who reject concepts of 
normal and of moral conduct based 
on older religious codes, and attempt 
to find objective criteria by which to 
judge the social.importance of sexual 
activity. 
Demy Octavo. Boards $s. 6d. 
From your bookseller or 3/9 post fxee 
from the publishers ; 


FREEDOM PRESS (PN) 
27, Red Lion Street, London, -W.C,1. 


returning, not to Belgrade but to 
Moscow. 


Long live Tito 


MEANWHILE, the doctrinal dis- 

pute between Tito and Stalin 
assumed increasingly grave propor- 
tions. Trading relations between 
Belgrade and other Eastern Euro- 
pean nations were severed to the 
accompaniment of epithets hurled 
backwards and forwards over the 
frontiers. Generalissimo ‘Stalin, to 
avoid further complications with the 
Western envoys who were importun- 
ing him over the Berlin crisis, went 
away on holiday to the Crimea where 
he combined business with pleasure. 
The former consisted to -a large 
extent, of an endeavour to find a 
solution to the Yugoslav problem as 
well as a successor to Marshal Tito 
who was, daily, not only becoming 
more and more independent, but 
aggressively so. A meeting of the 
Belgrade Parliament had produced 
a ministerial statement eonfirming 
Tito’s independence of Moscow, 
which was preeted with cries of 
“Long live Tito ” and, within a week 
or so, there were significant reports 
of conferences of “ independent 
Communists” taking place in the 
Soviet sectors of Germany, 

All this had a very clear and un- 
mistakeable interprecatiou. Com-, 
munism was split into two—those 
who acknowledged Stalin as the 
arch-priest and the fount of all’ in- 
spiration and those who did not. 

_It required just one thing more to 
give this interpretation support be- 
yond,all shadow of doubt—access to 
the acrimonious letters which had 
passed between the Central Commit- 
tee of the Soviet Communist Party 
and that of the Yugoslav Party. It 
was not long before it was forth- 
coming. Those letters, a few in num- 
ber, but totalling thousands of words, 
are in London for ingpection. To- 
gether they comprise the first com- 
plete and authoritative exposition of 
the status of the Cominform in its 
relation to the -Communist Parties 
throughout Eastern Europe and in 
France and Italy. Moreover, the 
letters bear the signature of Stalin 
himself. 


We now know 


“WE now know, for example, even 
"if we never knew it before, 
that the national Communist 
parties have no authority of their 
own. One of the Letters from the 
Soviet side observes: , 

“All Communist parties agretd 
with the unquestioned principle that 
every Communist Party is respons- 
ible to the Cominform. The Comin- 
form is the party political basis~ of 
the united international front. Any 
policy of deviation from it leads to 
treason.” 

It is easy, therefore, to see whither 

the path being followed by Marshal 
Tito is leading. Treason has only one 
punishment. Similarly, it is easy to 
estimate the degree of democratic 
control, as understood in the Wes- 
tern Hemisphere, obtaining through- 
ope the entire Cominform organisa- 
ion. 
Throughout the Letters the prin- | 
ciples upon which the Soviet Union 
and Cominform operate in relation 
to all countries and parties are 
stated and reiterated for clarity. 
“Communist Parties and the enemies 
of Communism can live together only 
in perpetual warfare,” it is observed 
and, again, “Only friends can re- 
ceive material assistance from the 
Soviet Union.” 

The legend, so repellent to Mar- 
shal Tito, that it was the Red Army 
that gave him the ascendancy in 
Yugoslavia is’ repeated and, in an- 
other part of the correspondence, the 
failure of the Communists in Italy 
and France to ‘seize power was due 
entirely to the “unfortunate fact 
that the Red Army could not bring 
them assistance.” 

These letters could be quoted more 
extensively. Perhaps by the time this 
‘appears one of our national news- 
papers will have awakened to the 
import of their contents. Indeed, it 
is just conceivable that our some- 
what myopic Foreign Office will dis- 
gover that the future pattern of 
events ise perhaps, not being ham- 
mered out in Pari$; that while inter- 
ference in the affairs of Eastern 
Europe is to be deplored, at least an 
intelligent analysis of what is taking 
plate there might provide a more | 
nutritional repast for our newspaper | 


| readers. 


Dewsbury (Yorks) 
be formed. 
Secretary and a meeting to decide on future 
activities was called for Oct. 30. 


meeting the 
formed, the following resolution was 
proposed and passed unanimously. It 
was later sent to all local newspapers. 


THE REAL ENEMY 


A REMARK by Mr. Rhys J. 
“* Davies, M.P. for West- 
houghton, Manchester, at a mass 
meeting in support of the Chris- 
tian Action Campaign at Car- 
diff, cauSed considerable uproar, 


ang some people left the 
meeting. “ 
Mr. Davies said that there 


had been 500 wars in history 
and not one of them had settled 
anything. The life of Jesus 
Christ had no meaning unless it 
meant that force never achieved 
anything worth while. He then 
went on to say “the day will 
come when mankind will declare 
that every .person in military 
clothes ig an enemy of mankind 
everywhere.” 


--Church of England Newspaper 
Oct. 15, 1948. 


NEW PPU GROUPS 
ACTIVE IN NORTH 


PUDGING by the reception 

the ‘Peace Pledge Union re- 
ceived from the people of Hull, 
Bradford and Leeds, from Oct. 
9-11, writes PPU Field-worker 
Kenneth Trueman, there is little 
doubt that the pacifist message 
is now commending itself to 
more and more of the general 
public. 


HULL: A Saturday evening meet- 
ing of approximately 400, in the 
centre of the badly blitzed town, 
afforded an opportunity for pointing 
out to hecklers that far from this sort 
of thing being an argument for War, 
it was one of the most effective argu- 
ments against it. The meeting ended 
with jeering from a few individuals 
who were thought to be Fascists, 
and general applause from the rest 
of the crowd. Copies of Peace News 
were sold and leaflets distributed. 


BRADFORD: Sunday evening 
found a mass of people round a 
Communist rostrum. Communist re- 
marks labout Russia were greeted 
with loud disapproval on the part of 
the audience. The PPU meeting, 
though it was at first difficult to 
claim the attention of the crowd, 
finally collected a tightly packed 
audience who listened in silence to a 
long speech putting the “No War” 
ease. Copies of Peace News were 
sold out with people still clamouring 
to buy. 


LEEDS: 400 people assembled 
before the Town Hall (and Police 
Station) on Monday for well over an 
hour. Copies of Peace News were 
sold and questions asked from ap- 
proving listeners. With an RAF re- 
eruiting exhibition, complete with 
balloons and film shows, in opposi- 
tion, a further Open Air meeting 
was held close by on Wednesday. 
Again, for nearly two hours, a more 
than sympathetic audience, listened 
to the pacifist case. Peace News 
again had an excellent sale and leaf- 
lets were distributed. On the pre- 
vious day, nearly a thousand leaflets 
had been given away outside the 
RAF exhibition. 

Several young students from the 
Art College in Leeds made these ac- 
tivities. a great success and many 
non-pacifist axft-students , attended 
the meetings and listened with great 
sympathy. 

It was unanimously decided at a meeting of 


signatories that a Group 
B. Shaw was appointed 


Mr. J. 


LANCASTER: At a recent PPU 
Group there. was re- 


“This meeting of the PPU views with 
deep concern the increasing deterioration 
in the international situation 
its deep regret that UNO is 


and records 
deteriorating 


into a platform for waging war on the 
psychological—or _ so-called “cold war” 
plane. 


“ Believing that force of arms—used as a 
threat or otherwise—cannot make for peace- 
ful relations between the nations, this meet- 
ing of the PPU calls unon the Government 
to accept at their face value the Soviet dis- 
armament proposals as a first step to com- 
plete and universal disarmament, and urges 
the Government to withdraw from all. mili- 
tary commitments forthwith, and, without 
waiting for other nations, proceed with a 
Policy of complete unilateral disarmament. 

“This meeting also re-affirms its~ belief 
that only by the doctrine of non-violence (as 
practised by Gandhi and. others like him) 
can everlasting Peace be finally achieved.” 


+ 


Peace Week — 
causes PN 
circulation leap 


thousand extra copies % 


ONE : 
Peace News were sold ae 


addition, a number of public meeb) 


PPU Peace Week, Oct. 10-16. 


ings were held in many parts of tHe 
country and the door-to-door distil 
bution of leaflets undertaken. . 
Some indication of the success the 
many groups and individual memr 
bers achieved in making the F# 
known to a wider public, is the i 


creasing rate at which new sigma | 


tories to the pledge are beilé 
received at the Union’s headquarter: 


Dick Sheppard House, London. These} 


have been coming in at the rate o& 
two per day during October, comh 
pared with one per day during Se?" 
tember. 


Most of the groups and member | 
regarded the Peace Week as the 9) 
launching of a campaign and are) ¥?) 


continue their selling and leaflet di® 
tributing activities. 
A big public meeting, probably ™ 


the Central Hall, Westminster, is be-— 


ing planned for January. It is @# 
pected that an announcement col 


4 Py 
S) 


| 


40 


Ve)! 
\ 


ye 
* 
ay 


cerning this will be made next week {ti 


A special Remembrance Day issue 


of Peace News will appear on Nov ))| 


ember 5 calling Ex-servicemen 
join in the struggle to abolish wal 


Church Calls 


Peace Conference 


THE Deacons’ 
Dulwich Grove Congregation@ 
Church and Community Centre, sem 
ing the growing concern of tHe 
people for Peace, are calling a Peat’ 
Conference for Wed., Nov. 24, at 7. 
p.m., in the main Church Hall, Has! 
Dulwich Grove, §.E.22, to be calle 
“The People of Dulwich Speak i 
Peace.” The following resolutid® 
will be put to the meeting: 
“We believe that the people in all 
Nations hate War and its trail # 
sorrow and poverty. 


deplores the increase in wmilitalY 


Committee of th? — 


This meetille | 


preparations, and urges the Govell | 
ment to seek a new basis of undel 


standing among the Great Powel 


The urgent needs are homes an@ 


food, and we demand Peace in whit 
to provide them,” ; 
The following bodies are beings 
asked to appoint a speaker ‘to speak 
to the resolution for a period of t& 


minutes each: Labour, Conservativ? 


Liberal and Communist Parties: | 
Peace Pledge Union, the Unit 
Nations Association, and the Britis 
Soviet Society. Two minute cont! 
butions from the audience will 

allowed towards the end of the mee” 
ing. 


bh 
4° 


PPU National Council, will speak o 
behalf of the Peace Pledge Union. 


1 RENOUNCE WAR AND ! WILL NEVER, 
SUPPORT OR SANCTION ANOTHER ~ 


This pledge, signed by each member, is 
the basis of the Peace Pledge Union. Send 
YOUR pledge to 


P.P.U. HEADQUARTERS 
Dick Sheppard House, Endsleigh Str., wel 
— 


ite ee eet ee 
BEFORE YOU CAN SAY. 
JACK ROBINSON 

So order quickly 
1/8 


they’re sold. 


Jack Sutherland, a. member of the 


B.M.A. Secret Remedies (1909) 9/, 
CARR, E. H. Nationalism and After 
CROZIER A Brass Hat in No 3/6 
Man’s Land 
FIELD Pacifism & Cons, Objec- 2/6 
tion (New) 2/6 
HUXLEY Art of Seeing 
Economic Consequences 1 
KEYNES of th Peace 1920 9). { 
(damaged) 04 ‘ 
MOREL 10 Years of Secret Dip 9}. 
lomacy 9/6 
MURRY Adam and Eve Ale 
PANETH Branch Street .. ale 
REYNOLDS White Sahibs in India,” 
THE NATURAL Essays in the Return tj." 
ORDER Hushandry f. 
WE DID NOT 1914-18 Experiences © g/- 
FIGHT War Resisters b 


All post free. Cash with orders 
BCM/JJACK ROBINSON wt 


LONDON, W.C.I 2) 
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